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TECHNICAL CHARACTERISTICS
_
PROJECT:
Flooring in the interior commercial area of
Terminal 1 in El Prat Airport
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Terminal 1 of El Prat Airport was designed
by Barcelona architect Ricardo Bofill to be
a sustainable terminal, keeping in mind the
new needs in which energy consumption
must be reduced as much as possible.
Unlike the current terminals, one of the

LOCATION:
Terminal 1 at El Prat Airport
PARTICIPANTS:
Ricardo Bofill, Taller de Arquitectura
(project architects)
Ana Contretas and Peter Hodgkinson
(architects)
Mármoles y Granitos Tijeras, S.A.
(installation)
AENA

trademarks of the new building is its
luminosity. Taking advantage of the natural
light using silk-screened glass walls made
it possible to light the public areas using
only subdued lighting, which contributes
to lowering the energy consumption in the
building.

MATERIAL:

After five years of hard work, this terminal
was opened on 17 June 2009. It can currently
support 90 operations per hour and receive
55 million passengers per year, making it the
second airport in the country which is able to

Silestone®

handle a high volume of passengers.

COLOR:
Rojo Eros, customised by the project
architects
THICKNESS:
2 cm
DIMENSIONS:
1 m x 1 m pieces
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A benchmark terminal
Terminal 1 of El Prat Airport has a surface
area of 544,066 m2 and a 600,000-m2
apron.
Of the terminal’s four floors, level 1 is
the waiting area for those accompanying
passengers, as well as the space that
joins the exterior public parking area, the
intermodal hall, and the rest of the building.
It also has a large shopping and restaurant
area, called the Sky Centre, which is open to
the general public.

Silestone®, the anti-bacterial quartz floor
covering, is ideal for use in the most unique
spaces
On this project, large Silestone® tiles were
used to cover the floor of the commercial
area, creating a unique and continuous
space. The tiles are red, which makes the
columned space stand out, and their polished
finish reflects the natural light coming from
the “eye” of the patio at the same time as it
softening the various artificial lights coming
from the businesses which line the hall.
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4,000 m2 of Silestone®
4,000 m2 of the terminal were covered
with 1 m x 1 m pieces with a polished finish.
The projecting architects requested that a
variation of the color Rojo Eros be created,
as the project required an intense, uniform
color which would give the space a strong
personality.
Also of note are the barely noticeable joints
between the pieces, giving the space a
softer, more coherent look.
Using a resistant material was an
indispensable requirement for this terminal,
as this is a place where more than 6,000

people work, a place which receives a large
volume of passengers, and one in which more
than 50 airlines operate. Silestone®, which
is available in more than 60 colors and is
composed of 93% natural quartz, met this
requirement.
T1 at El Prat Airport is much more than an
airport, as its design brings together the
organisation of maximum functionality,
the incorporation of modern technologies,
respect for the environment, and the use
of unique and high-quality products such as
Silestone®. Without a doubt, this is a project
which joins an international and multicultural
character with the luminosity and warmth of
Mediterranean architecture.
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About Silestone®

About Cosentino Group

Silestone®, which is owned by the
multinational Cosentino, has been used in
some of the most unique buildings in the
world, including the Burj Al Arab Hotel in
Dubai, Wembley Stadium in London, the

Cosentino Group has 6 factories, 17 production
facilities of kitchen and bathroom, 53 distribution
centers or comprehensive centers, and more than
2,100 workers (1,019 in Spain) all over the world.
The group controls and manages the distribution
from its headquarters in Almería (Spain) with
Cosentino Centers in 14 countries: USA, Mexico,
Brazil, Spain, Sweden, United Kingdom, Germany,
Austria, Holland, Belgium, France, Switzerland, Italy
and Portugal. In 2009 almost 70%of its turnover is
generated in international.

Carrousel du Louvre shopping center in
Paris, the Torre Agbar in Barcelona, and
Telefónica’s flagship store in Madrid. It is a
pioneer in that it was the first Spanish brand
to advertise during the biggest advertising
event in the world: the Super Bowl in
America. And since early 2008, Silestone®
has been a personal sponsor of two-time
Formula 1 world champion Fernando Alonso.
Silestone® also currently collaborates with
the Houston Rockets in the NBA and with
the Unión Deportiva Almería, one of Spain’s
first-division professional football teams.
Silestone® has created a new category on a
world-wide scale, and its growth has been
unstoppable until becoming the world leader
in quartz countertops—and the only with
anti-bacterial properties. Today, one in four
kitchens in Spain contains Silestone®; while
in the United States, we have a market share
of 75% of all quartz surfaces and 7% of all
kitchen countertops.
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